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Honored Rab»is, Reloved Parents, Friends and Relatives,

I'm privileged to have my Bar Mitzva fall on the Sabbath
when we read the Torah portion known as Terumsh, This Torsh
portion deals with the building of the mﬁgthe protable
santuary which the Jewish people agrried with them during the L0
years they wandered in the desert and which served as Judaism's
central Sanctuary until the time of Soiomon when the titst ‘
Temple was bullt, This Torsh portion also deals with the construction
of the objects which were placed in the Mishcan or tabernacle; the
holy ark, the two Cherubim which covered the ark, the Table for the
Showbread, the Candelabra and the Altars. There were two alters,
one upon which sacrifices were offered and one upon which incense
was placed but no sacrifices, The Mishcan or Sanctuary consisted
of three parts, There was an outer coumt which was enclosed by
aibtains but had no roof, It was 100 by 50 aubhts and had an
opening on the east side, The second part of the sanctuary was
within the court facing the entrance and o nsisted of the altar
upon whid sacrifices were offered and the laver for the priests,
The third part of the Mishcan was the Ohell Mo'ed or Tabernacle,
It was in the western portion of the court., It was divided by a veil
into two chambers. The first chamber, which only the priests could
enter (The Isrealites were only allowed in the ouurt) was the
Kodesh or holy place and contained the Tabde for Shobread, the
Menokah or Candelabra and the Altar of Incense, Ti# second
chamber was called the Kodesh Kadeshim and contained the Arone
Habris, the Ark of the Covenant - the Ten Commaniments, This
Kodish Kodosheem could nnly be entered once a year on Yom Kipper
by the Kohen Gadol or high priest,

Our Rabbis ask the question "What nmed did God have for us to
bulld o sanctummy for him to dwell inf After all isn't it a major
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promise of our faith that God's glory fills the whole Universe-
that even the vast universe cannot contain Him?" The answerws to
these questions and many., But they all stress one thing- God did not
need the sanctuary, the Jewish people did., They needdd it as a
symbol to rem#md them of the signifigence and meaning of the laws
God had set before them. It was no accident, our Rabbis tell us,
that the Torah relates the building of the Mishcan immediately
after telling us of the covenant the Jewish people made wl th God
on Mt, Sinal and of the laws God gave them there., The Mishcan was
to keep before the Jewish people the thought that God was in their
midst, that he knows and sees all their actions. Their lifes were
to be influenced by this knowledge. Just as the Mishcan was holy
s0 the Jews were to make their lives holy.
Franz Rosensweig, the great Jewish scholar who lived in Germany
forty years ago, pointed this out very clearly. He showed the
wery many similiarities there are in expression between the
description of God's cregtion of the world and the making of the
Mishcan. There were finished the heaven and the earth and all the
host of them, “Thus was finished all the work of the Tabernacle, etc,
Isreal was commended, eccording to him, to build an imitation of the
world God created in 6 days, a world in which God could reign
supreme, In other words the Mishcagn is a symbol of our role on
earth, it 18 to remind us always to strive to build a better and
more just world. I onl& hope and pray that when I grow up I will
always do my part in building such a world, I will always lead a
Just and moral 1ife, At this time I would like to thank my parents
for the devoted love and affection they have showered on me., I hope

that I will give them all the nachas they deserve. I alsoc waat
to thank my Bar Mitzvah teacher Rabbi Rodinsky./\l would also
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like to thank all my fttends and relatives who have come to
celebrate this simeha with me., I hope and pray that I will grow

up to be a worthy son of Isreal.




